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This is the third Booklet produced as a result of research carried out by members of 

Hope Historical Society.  

Much of the material was researched and presented as posters at the exhibition in St 

Peter’s Church during Wakes Week in 2014. This exhibition was a centennial 

commemoration of the start of the First World War in 1914. 

The photographs are from the HHS archives. The cover design was prepared and 

substantial editing was carried out by David Price.  

The acknowledged authors are responsible for the views expressed.  
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HOPE BEFORE 1914 

 

 

 

What was it like to live in Hope on the eve of the First World War?  From census 

returns, trade directories and contemporary reports we can build a picture of the people 

who lived here, what their occupations were and how they spent their leisure time. 

 

The population of Hope was listed as 579 at the 1911 census with 76 in Aston and 73 in 

Brough and Shatton. 

  

Hope was predominantly a farming 

community at the end of the 19th century 

but things had already begun to change 

when the Manchester and Sheffield 

railway was completed in 1895. Hope now 

had a railway station and easier links to 

nearby towns and villages.  People were 

no longer dependent on stage coaches and 

local carriers for travel and the villages 

along the length of the line were within 

reasonable distance for city people to 

commute.   

 

In Hope this led to the speculative building of a row of new houses on Castleton Road 

some of which were still unoccupied at the 1911 census. 

1895 also saw the setting up of the first Parish Council with five councilors under the 

chairmanship of John Tym, so Hope had an elected group of people able to direct the 

fortunes of the village. 
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We know that Hope lacked many amenities.  There was no gas, electricity or telephone 

connection to the village.  Street lighting was by oil lamps which were lit and 

maintained by volunteers.  Roads were not tarmacked and were very dusty in summer.  

Water came from Crookstone via a new reservoir above Fulwood Style Farm and from 

pumps and wells in the village 

Apart from a comb manufacturer and a smelting and white lead works, both in Brough, 

there was no other industry in the immediate locality.  

The nearest doctor was in Castleton and all medical treatment had to be paid for.  

Hospitals were run by Boards of Trustees and raised money locally through events such 

as "Hospital Sunday". 

The only bank was a branch of Crompton & Evans Union Bank based at Hathersage 

which opened in the village on Wednesdays and on fair days.  Solicitors Pye Smith & 

Parker also attended on market days on the second and last Wednesdays in the month. 

 

The main landowners were the Firth family at Birchfield Lodge, Robert Howe Ashton at 

Losehill Hall in Castleton, and the Earl of Newburgh estates based at Hassop.  The 

Middleton family also had land in Hope with a farmhouse in the centre of the village. 

This pattern of landholding began to change when in 1904 Robert Middleton died and 

his land was sold.  Hancock’s, the grocery business, bought the Middleton farmhouse 

and opened a store there.  Older residents of Hope still remember the staircase going up 

from the entrance hall, with the room on 

the left selling ironmongery and household 

goods and the room on the right selling 

groceries.  There was a vaulted cellar, now 

filled in, and wooden beams which suggest 

an earlier interesting history to the 

building.  Spar are carrying on the grocery 

tradition today in the same shop, now 

much altered.  David Bramwell bought the 

Middleton farmyard and outbuildings and 

built himself a family home and shop in 

the space. 

 

In 1911 some of the Hassop estate belonging to Colonel Leslie was sold and this included 

land and property in the centre of the village with former tenants able to buy their 

homes. 

Edward Firth was a real benefactor to the village.  He had earlier provided money to 

help with the rebuilding of the chancel and east end of St Peter’s church and in 1904 

built Loxley Hall in memory of his son.  This became the venue for dances, whist drives 

and political meetings as well as providing a reading room with newspapers and 

periodicals.  This facility was mainly for the men.  (Lady residents were allowed in on 

Thursday afternoons).  Cinema shows, children’s parties, the poultry show, concerts, 
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choral singing and parish teas were all held here, an indication of the vibrant social life 

enjoyed by all. 

 

The Liberal Association meeting in Loxley Hall 

The village was still very much a farming community.  In trade directories of the time 

nineteen people were described as farmers in Hope with a further seven in Aston and 

three in Brough.  Of these many would have been tenant farmers like Thomas Wilson at 

Yew Tree Farm, Aston, working a smallholding.  Other men worked as agricultural 

labourers for this was a time when farming was labour intensive. There were no farms 

with large acreages. 

Trades associated with farming were much in evidence.  Joseph Walker was the miller 

in Hope as was William Eyre at Brough.  Joseph Holme & George Wainwright were 

Hope’s two blacksmiths.  James Proctor was a saddler.  Frederick Marsden in Aston and 

Henry Eyre and sons in Brough were wheelwrights.  The latter were also joiners and 

carpenters and were the local undertakers. 

At this period Hope had a fortnightly livestock market.  In August 1905 the first Hope 

agricultural show was held in fields near Sherwood Avenue and sheep dog trials followed 

in September 

 

Hope National School, built in 

1858 to replace the old “free” 

school of the 17th century, had by 

now grown too small for the 

large number of pupils. In 1913 

Derbyshire County Council built 

a new elementary school on 

Edale Road to accommodate 

them all. 
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The village was remarkably self-sufficient.  As well as Hancock’s store, there were two 

other grocers, one in Hope and one in Brough.  You could buy your meat from John 

Watson, your greengrocery from David Bramwell and have your boots made by Reuben 

Walsh.  Benjamin Hadfield, Mary Hadfield and Mrs Fanny Howe all had shops selling 

sweets and general goods.  There were two coal merchants based at the sidings at Hope 

station.  Two farmers also provided carrier services to local villages that were not served 

by the railway. 

 

 

 

Several people combined shops with other activities.  

Micah Howe had a shop and joinery business.  

Herbert Hobson was the sub postmaster and also ran 

a grocery shop from one of the new houses on 

Castleton Road.  

 

 

 

House building and repairs were well catered for.  Henry Freckingham of Higher Hall is 

described as a builder, and there were joiners, plasterers and a stone mason all working 

in the village. 

There were five inns, or ale houses. The Old Hall Hotel, The Woodroffe Arms, The 

Cheshire Cheese, The Blacksmith’s Arms (currently the Honeysuckle Café) and the 

Durham Ox, kept by Jesse Wain in what is now the Post Office.  

In 1914 Hope was a thriving and lively community well able to face the challenges that 

the war would bring.  

 

Sources: 

1911 Census Returns 

Kelly’s Trade Directories 1912, 1914, 1916.  

Loxley Hall Minutes  

Hope with Aston Parish Council Minutes 1895-1995 – Edwin Chapman 

Hope Historical Society Photographic Archive 

Research: Martin Chapman, Ann Price John Talbot. 
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THE EARLY YEARS OF THE WAR 

 

How did Hope residents respond at the outbreak of war?  

We are very fortunate in having access to two booklets which record Hope’s early 

activities. The first is the original minutes of the men’s branch of the Red Cross at the 

start of the First World War, kindly loaned to us by Jane Bramwell. The second is a 

record of Hope Home Comforts Fund held in the Derbyshire Record Office, which is the 

subject of a separate article. 

RED CROSS COMMITTEE MINUTES 

The minutes are written in a small accounts book (4" x 7"). The secretary, Mr 

Waterhouse, varies the orientation of the pages, so sometimes the minutes are written 

across two pages and at other times are squeezed onto one side of the double spread. 

This makes them difficult to read and the following is my best effort at interpreting 

them.  

 

 

 

 

 

They start in August 1914.Pasted in 

the front is a poster for a public 

meeting to be held on August 18th 1914 

at the request of the Derbyshire 

Branch of the British Red Cross 

Society. This was to see what support 

local people could offer if a hospital 

were to be sited in Hope. 

 

 

 

 

 

At this meeting about thirty people volunteered as ambulance men or stretcher bearers 

and another three offered the use of carts for transport. Hope did not have a suitable 

building for a hospital and one opened in Hathersage at what is now the Outdoor Centre 

for Nottingham schools. Later Longshaw Lodge would also be an important hospital for 

convalescent soldiers. 
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However as a result of this meeting a men’s and a women’s Red Cross committee were 

formed. The secretaries were Mr Waterhouse and Mrs Porter respectively.   

 

From the book containing the Minutes:- 

 A General Meeting of the Committee was held on August 28th 1914.  Mr. Edward 

Willoughby Firth of Birchfield presided and was elected President of the Men’s 

Committee. It was suggested that three Committees should be formed and the following 

were elected -  

1.  Ambulance: Messrs Ashton, Hadfield, Chadwick and F Samuel – with Mr J Robinson 

as manager. 

2.  Carting: Messrs Hampton, Unwin and Chapman 

3.  Sub-committee (For Consultation) Mr Firth – Rev E C Vincent, Dr Porter. Mr 

Chadwick (Sec) and Mr J Robinson. 

The Secretary was instructed to write to Supt Durkins to enquire why Special 

Constables were required and why official requests were not sent out in a proper 

manner. 

The Question of a rifle club was mentioned and the matter was left with the President 

and Secretary to make enquiries. 

It was decided to call ourselves The Hope Emergency Committee. 

 

At a subsequent meeting it was agreed that the Parish Councillors should be included as 

members of the Emergency Committee.  £30.0.0 had been raised for the National War 

Fund and £13.14s for the Red Cross Society.  

 

Mr Firth and the Secretary reported - 

They had been over three sites for a Rifle Club.  Two were suitable, and in each case the 

owners declined to let the Ground for the purpose.  The matter therefore had to be left 

over.  

The question of a Roll of Honour of Men who have joined the Army in the present War 

Crisis was considered and it was decided to have a temporary Card printed – and placed 

in the Loxley Hall to be replaced by a permanent one later on. 

 

A Meeting of the whole Committee was held on September 24th 1914 in the Loxley Hall. 

The Secretary reported 27 people had been enrolled as Special Constables. This list 

appears in the minutes with a later comment - None of them called upon. 

 

A letter was read from Mr Nicholson of Brough offering Moultrassie Cottage, (now the 

Manor House in Pindale Road) to the Committee Rent free if it would be of any use to 
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them. The Secretary was desired to write to thank him for the offer and to say that at 

present they could not see it was required, but would deal with it later on. 

 

Details were discussed for a recruitment meeting which was held on December 11th 1914 

in Loxley Hall .There were 76 present.  

Chairman  Mr Firth      Speakers, Mr C F White, H Halls (?) MP, Murfin Bannerman.  

(The writing is difficult to read and we have not been able to identify the latter 

speakers). 

 

January 25th 1915   A General Meeting of the Committee was held in the Loxley Hall. 

A circular from Col Brooke Taylor, Bakewell, was read and considered - and it was 

decided to call a Public Meeting on Monday February 1st 1915 to consider the question of 

forming a Unit of Home Guards for Home Defence as desired by the Duke of Devonshire. 

The Secretary was instructed to get 150 Circulars printed and have one sent to each 

house in Hope. 

 

 

A pencilled note on the poster says  “Held and adjourned until Feb 8th” 

 

A Meeting of the Sub Committee was held on Friday February 5th 1915. 

The meeting was called to consider the question of housing a Family of Belgian Refugees 

now residing at Grindleford. 
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The Secretary reported that the House of Mr Nicholson was still available.   

After discussion it was decided to arrange for them and as far as we could see at present 

on the same lines that they were housed at Grindleford. 

Mr Firth promised to get some further information, and if it was now gone on with, to be 

responsible for providing the Furniture etc 

Preliminary arrangements were left with the Secretary to arrange and Doctor Porter 

was asked to see the Ladies Secretary and appoint a Ladies Committee to deal with 

matters required. 

The Grindleford People found this family 20/- weekly.  House, coals and potatoes free 

but when the Man works His earnings were made up to 23/- weekly. 

 

(The family in question were the Favargues and they eventually settled in a house on 

Castleton Road and are still remembered by local people). 

 

A Meeting of the Sub Committee was held on April 15th 1915 all the members being 

present except Lt Col Porter. 

In reference to a request from Derby County Committee in accordance with their 

Regulation to add two Discharged Soldiers to the Committee.   

It was decided to appoint Mr Willis Marsden, Thornhill Lane End, only, as there was no 

one else at present suitable in residence at Hope. 

(Mr Marsden agreed to serve) 

 

The records become very sparse from here on.  The next minute does not record the year 

- possibly 1916. 

 

A joint Meeting of the Local P-----s (?) Committee of Hope,  Aston, Thornhill, Brough and 

Shatton was held at Loxley Hall on Feb 24 – to elect two members to serve on the New 

General Committee at Chinley. Mr E Willoughby Firth and Mr Allan Robinson were 

elected. 

 

Maybe this regional committee took the place of local groups. 

 

There are no further records of meetings of the Red Cross Committees.  Tantalisingly we 

do not know who was in the Home Guard nor how active they were to be.  After this the 

book seems to have been used as an account book for the Bramwell greengrocery 

business.  These pages were later cut out.  However at the end of the book are several 

pages in Mr Waterhouse’s writing which have been retained.  One is headed "Visits of 

Officials", another lists Special Constables Sep 1914 and three double pages list those 
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"who have responded to the Country Call" 1914, 1916 and 1917/1918 with information 

about the regiment in which they enlisted.  This list has been invaluable in helping us 

trace the men of Hope who served in the Great War. 

  

 

LISTS FROM RED CROSS MINUTE BOOK 

 

Visits of Officials 

From Dronfield 

Sep     6     Messrs Hewitt & Jackson 

Sep  14     Mr Handness (?) Deardew (?)           Sheffd 

Sep  16     Sup. Durkins        Chapel - on le Frith (sic) 

 

Special Constables       Hope      Sep 1914 

 

   1   Ashton G  48* 

   2   Bramwell DT   34  

   3   Chadwick D  57  

   4   Chapman A  44  

   5   Cotterill Joseph  50  

   6   Eyre T   35*   

   7   Hobson H  41*  

   8   Hobson A W   44  

   9   Hadfield  (?)   42 

10   Hadfield B  42 

11   Holme B   42*   

12   Hadfield GW  41 
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13   Hampton E W   56 

14   Hall G   30 

15   Hall J T    28 

16   Fitzpatrick P  50 

17   Firth E W   47 

18   Gould G J      Army 32 

19   Proctor A   40 

20   Robinson Jos  52* 

21   Walker Jos  40 

22   Wainwright G  38 

 

 

23   Watson J R   43 

24   Waterhouse B  58 

25   Wilson Harry  30 

26   Randles H (?)  40 

 

Written in pencil down the first 

column - “None of them Called upon”. 

* These names had a tick against 

them. 

The page corner is torn off after 26 

Randles.  

 

Names of those who responded to the Country’s Call during the 

Great European War   1914 and who belonged to Hope Parish 

   1 Adamson   John   Royal Horse Artillery 

   2 Armstrong   Joseph   20th Hussars 

   3 Firth   E Loxley   South Irish Horse 

   4 Gill   Wm    R.J.O.L Infantry 

   5 Graham   Jack   Royal Horse Artillery 

   6 Hadfield   Arthur   York and Lancaster 

   7 Hadfield   John Levi   20th Hussars 

   8 Nicholson   Donald F   Queens Own Horse Dragoons 

   9 Shirt   Edward   Royal Field Artillery 

10 Trowson (?)   Walter   Coldstream Guards 

11 Nicholson   Felix F   Queens Own Horse Dragoons 

12 Purseglove   John S    Royal Field Artillery 

13 Hallam   Reginald   Army Service Corps 

14 Armstrong   Douglas (Missing) Notts & Derby Territorials 

15 Ashton   Benj. Belfitt   Notts & Derby Territorials 

16 Armstrong   Cyril   York & Lancaster 

17 Ashton   Frank   Royal Engineers 

18 Lessons   Alfred   1st Lifeguards 
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19 Chapman   Fred   R.A.M.C  

20  Brough   Victor   14th Notts & Derby 2nd Lieutenant 

21 Chapman   Hedley   Royal Engineers 

22 Lewis   David    Army Service Corps 

23 Gould   George   Mechanical Transport 

 

1916 

24  Chadwick   Wm Wain  Royal Naval Division 

25 Ollerenshaw   Joseph  Sherwood Foresters 

26  Wells   Gerald B   Sherwood Foresters 

27 Shirt   Henry    Notts & Derbyshire 

28 Harrison   Herbert   (?)th Fusiliers 

29 Marsden   Jesse  X 3rd North Staffs 

30 Hallam   Ed Lance   R.F.A (Royal Field Artillery) 

31 Turner   T W     G.Co. 3rd Lincolns 28079 

32  Proctor   Charles   Royal Garrison Artillery 

33 Hall   Gordon    4th Staffords 

34  Tym   Willis    No.4 Depot, Woolwich R.F.A  

35 Eyre   Jesse    Auto (?) Air Craft 

36 Sealey   Robert   Royal Engineers R.Q(?).D.R.E 

37 Ollerenshaw   Sept   X Notts & Derby  

38 Hadfield   Bernard   Royal Engineers 

39 Bullivant   A E    West Riding Royal Engineers  

 

    X  Killed in Action 

1917 

40 Ollerenshaw   M D    Training Reserve Battalion (?) 

41 Ollerenshaw   George Ernest Royal Garrison Artillery 

42 Ollerenshaw   Thomas  2nd Lincolns 

43 Hadfield   Matthew (Seymore) 2nd Batt 130083 Training Reserves,  

      Belton Park   

44 Weaver   Robert   Notts & Derby 

45 Dakin   G H L    Royal Engineers 
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46 Turner   Walter 

47 Hallam   J H  

48 Waterhouse   A F   Sheffield R A M C  

49 Wm   Cotterill    (?) 

50 Sgt (Joseph Warrior) Dugdale Died in France   Army Service Labour (?) 

51 Isaac Cooper    Preston 

52 Fred Purseglove   Enlisted in Canada 

  

1918 

53 John Francis Townsend  R.F.C   (Royal Flying Corps) 

54 W Evans 

55 Percy Randles   R.F.A  

         Cressick   Joseph 

John Brookham (crossed out, but appears on War memorial 

Brough & Shatton) 

 W H Mills     Driver  R.F.A. 

 

The listing becomes erratic and difficult to read from 1917 onwards. 

 

Research by Ann Price 
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SEARCHING NEWSPAPER ARCHIVES 

 
During the First World War the public could be kept informed of the progress of the war 

through newspapers in a very immediate fashion. Searching newspaper Archives 

reveals the minutae of local meetings held to recruit personnel, raise funds for 

supporting soldiers in the field and identifies the local important personages who could 

be relied on to stimulate positive response from the village community.  

Below is a selection of Newspaper cuttings identified by Andrew Bower of Hope 

Historical Society during research for information about village life in the Hope Valley 

in the early war years. Other cuttings appear throughout the booklet. 

 

HOPE. 

RECRUITING 

A meeting was held on Friday in the schoolroom at Hope in connection with the 

recruiting campaign in the High Peak Division. Addresses were given by Mr S Hill-

Wood, MP, Sir Alexander Bannerman, Bart, DSO, Mr CF White, and Mr Dunscombe. 

There was a large attendance and good results are expected. 

 

From:- The High Peak Herald, Wednesday December 16th1914. 

 

 

BAMFORD 

A GOOD RESPONSE 

Up to the present time 20 men have gone from Bamford to serve their country in the 

war. Two are in active service, and the others in training. 

 

From:- The High Peak Herald, Wednesday December 16th1914. 

 

 

HOPE. 

£19 FROM ASTON 

This small hamlet which contains less than a dozen houses, has sent £19 6s 6d to the 

Prince of Wales’s War Fund. At Brough, for a potato-pie supper held for the Red Cross 

Fund over 200 tickets were sold. 

 

From:- The High Peak News Saturday January 23rd1915. 
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FINE EFFORTS 

The collections in Hope Church for the National War Fund reached £22 15s 10½d and in 

Hope Wesleyan Chapel £5. With £1 10s subscriptions, the amount up to the present is 

£29 5s 10½d. There is an emergency committee, of which Mr. E Willoughby Firth is 

chairman, Mr Chadwick, secretary and Mr B Waterhouse, treasurer. 

 

From:- The High Peak Herald September 19th 1914. 

 

 

 

MOTOR CYCLING. 

 

Local Riders Wanted for Military Work. 

 

The motor cycle, with its great mobility must play an important part in the war. For 

despatch work it is without a rival, and it is only natural that an effort should be made 

to rally our British motor-cyclists in the present time of national emergency. 

The secretary of the War Office asks that the following notice be made public:- 

In view of a general mobilization having been proclaimed, a certain number of motor 

cyclists are required for service in His Majesty’s Army. 

He should bring his motor-cycle for inspection, when it will either be taken over by the 

military authorities at a valuation, or be replaced by a new one, pay 35s. weekly, all 

found. 

The pay is additional to a number of advantages, including, a bounty of £10 to each man 

approved, and a further £5 on discharge for any reason other than misconduct, in 

addition to any war gratuity issued to the troops. 

Many riders have already enrolled in this country to carry out the work of despatch 

carrying, but many more are necessary. Colonel Bingham has issued an appeal to local 

riders to hand in their names, in case their services are required. 

  

From:- The Sheffield Daily Independent; Thurs. 6th August. 1914. 
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Arthur Hadfield  ‘Just an Old Contemptible’ 

 

Arthur Hadfield was born in late 1883 to Charles Hadfield and his wife Mary (née 

Reeve). Charles and Mary are recorded as having had fourteen children between the 

years 1871 and 1890. Arthur was the twelfth child. Ten of the offspring were girls and 

the family grave reveals that four of these died in infancy. In 1891 the census suggests 

that the family lived somewhere near The Vicarage whereas in 1901 they are listed 

between Chapel Yard and ‘Park View’ on Edale Road. 

In his youth Arthur attended the Hope C of E School and also assisted his teacher Mr 

DW Chadwick in church as the organ blower. As a young adult he worked as a general 

labourer. In 1904, aged 20, Arthur decided to join the armed forces and set off to 

Sheffield to undergo the recruitment procedure. He was deemed suitable and passed fit 

to join the York and Lancaster Regiment as Private No. 50982. His Short Service 

Attestation Form survives together with other military records. The form brings to light 

the curious fact that Arthur signed up (under oath) using the name of Frank Rivers with 

signature to match. The form is annotated ‘alias Arthur Hadfield’ but when this note 

was added is not clear. Arthur may have derived the name from his mother’s maiden 

name Reeve and from that of an elder brother called Francis (also one of Arthur’s 

younger sisters was called Frances Reeve Hadfield). Arthur signed up for 3 years active 

service followed by 9 years in reserve with an additional year to serve should the nation 

go to war.  

 

 

Arthur served for over seven years in India and his 

obituary lists the places where he was stationed and notes 

that ‘he took part in several skirmishes’ and was ‘seriously 

wounded’. Thus before the outbreak of The Great War, 

Arthur was an experienced soldier and was amongst the 

first in line for mobilisation. He must have fully recovered 

from his wounds because he appears as sixth in the list of 

‘men who have responded to the Country’s call’ recorded in 

The Red Cross minute book for Hope; of course he would 

have had little choice in the matter. 

 

 

Arthur soon found himself with The British Expeditionary Force  in France and his 

obituary states that he took part in the First Battle of Mons  ‘being in the trenches with 

his company 23 days and nights  and that ‘he was badly wounded and for three days lay 

in a dark cellar’. Another account of him appeared in newspapers under the title ‘Life 

Saved by a Cigarette Case’. This tells of how, despite suffering multiple shell wounds, 

Arthur was protected from a potentially fatal injury by a pack of postcards and a 

presentation cigarette case. The account records that this injury occurred on November 
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4th 1914 at Ypres. It would seem surprising that he would have recovered from being 

wounded at Mons (which took place in August) to be wounded again at Ypres so there is 

some confusion here. His service  record clearly states that he served in France from the 

8th of September to the 9th of November at which point he was presumably in a fit state 

to return to England to convalesce. 

Arthur’s exploits are included in the lengthy epistle naming many of the local men and 

their exploits during their war service. The concert was held to raise money for the 

ambulance service and was one of many money rasing events held throughout the war 

years throughout the UK. 

 

 

 

 

Taken from ‘ Allies’ Sauce’ recited at the 

Ambulance Concert in Hope on December 

11th 1914. 

 

 

 

 

 

The rest of Arthur’s time in the army is unrecorded until his ‘Proceedings of Discharge’ 

form dated 7th January 1918 where he is described as ‘ being no longer fit for war 

service’ but having been ‘honest, willing and hardworking’. In these later documents, 

Arthur is known by his real name although one does state ‘alias Rivers Frank’. He was 

discharged the next day having stated that he was a single man and was to live at 158, 

Lansdowne Road, Sheffield and that his trade was that of a ‘labourer’. Arthur was 

awarded a military pension backdated to run from the 1st of August 1917. Subsequent 

medical reports in 1919 and 1920 list his gun-shot wounds which were ‘soundly healed’ 

but also reveal that he was suffering from tuberculosis. Arthur’s obituary says that he 

‘had been ill for 11 years as the result of his war service’. Prior to his death on October 

29th 1932 , Arthur was living at ‘Monmouth Street’, Sheffield (probably Monmouth Road, 

Broomhall a short distance from Lansdowne Road which adjoins London Road). 

Evidently Arthur was familiarly known as ‘Roger’, indeed the middle initial R does 

appear in The Red Cross Minute Book in 1914.  

Arthur Hadfield was laid to rest in the family grave in Hope churchyard and mourned 

by his widow and numerous family members together with a number of ex-servicemen. 

The footnote to the inscription reads:- 

JUST AN OLD CONTEMPTIBLE 

 

ARTHUR HADFIELD IN VERSE 
There’s Arthur Hadfield, who has been 

Long in the fighting line, 

At Mons, and also Ypres, 

And on the river Aisne. 

 

He got some German shrapnel, 
And a bullet in his side, 

And had not been for his cigarette case 

We’re told he would have died. 

 

But now he’s back in hospital, 
And getting on quite well. 

When he gets home, as soldiers do 

He’ll have a tale to tell. 
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The term ‘contemptible’ is thought to be derived from a letter written by Emperor 

Wilhelm II in which he is said to have described the British Expeditionary Force as a 

‘contemptible little army’. There is some debate as to whether he was referring to the 

nature of the army or to its diminutive size. The surviving regular soldiers adopted the 

term in mockery of Kaiser Bill’s dismissive comment. 

“Close encounter with death”:  The Aberdeen Journal 23rd November 1914 

Obituary from:- The Derbyshire Times,  5th November 1932. (p14, col 3). 

 

Research by Andrew Bower 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUNITION WORKERS IN HOPE VALLEY 
 

Demand for More Trains to Sheffield 

 

At a meeting of the Sheffield Chamber of Commerce held on Tuesday, under the 

presidency of Colonel Hughes, the Chamber decided to support the Parish Councils of 

Hathersage, Bamford, Bradwell, Grindleford, Hope and Castleton, in their application to 

the Midland Railway Co, to augment the train service between these places and 

Sheffield in order to facilitate the transit in workmen engaged on Sheffield industries. 

 

 
From:- Derbyshire Courier Tuesday 14th December 1915. 
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Benjamin Belfitt Ashton 
 

Ben was born in Sheffield in 1896, the youngest of three sons of Thomas Ashton of Hope 

and Hannah Maria née Belfitt of Edale. 

Ben’s father was born in Hope and had moved to Sheffield when he joined the Police 

Force. When Ben was born his father was a Police Sergeant at Millhouses Police Station 

on Archer Road in Sheffield. The family returned to Lea Croft on Castleton Road, Hope 

when his father retired from the Police Force. By this time Ben was in his early teens 

and his aim was to become a Policeman like his father and elder brother. 

The First World War began in August 1914, by which time the Ashton family were 

living at No. 9 Castleton Road (now known as No. 35). 

                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ben enlisted on 26th January 1915 when he was 18 years 

old. He joined the Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire 

Regiment which left for France as part of the 

Expeditionary Force in April 1916. Ben fought in France 

until April 1917 when he was severely wounded in the left 

knee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He was evacuated to Childwall Military Hospital in Liverpool arriving on the 20th April 

1917. Ben spent four months recuperating.  During this time he recalled how the 

patients in the hospital had to wear the famous “Hospital Blue” uniform.  

 

 

On his 21st Birthday - 26th May 1917, which was whilst Ben was in hospital, his mother 

sent him a post card from Hope which reads  

 

 

“Wishing you many Happy Returns of your Birthday. You will be a man tomorrow and 

your Father says you have proved yourself one - Mother” 
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His injuries were so severe that he 

was permanently disabled and 

discharged from the army in 

August 1917. On his discharge 

papers his commanding officer 

records that Ben was  

 

“Sober, Honest and Trustworthy”. 

 

 

 

After his discharge from the army he spent a lot of time regaining his strength at his 

grandparent Belfitt’s farm, Field Head in Edale.  Whilst in Edale he met Gertrude 

Bargh who was in service to the Champion family at Grindslow House. 

He applied to join the Police force but was rejected as he was disabled. This was a severe 

blow to his self esteem. Due to the disability caused by his war wounds Ben was unable 

to find full time employment. He worked part time as a lorry driver’s mate and also was 

employed as a general labourer. 

In 1923 Ben and Gerty were married and lived at No. 35 Castleton Road Hope with 

Ben’s mother (Ben’s father had, by this time, passed away). They had two daughters, 

Mildred, born in 1925 and Jean Hannah, born in 1927. Ben lived the rest of his life in 

Hope. 

During the Second World War Ben became a member of the Royal Observer Corps. The 

observation post in Hope was on the top of Eccles Hill. This must have been quite a 

climb each evening of duty for a man in a calliper walking with two sticks. 

During the 1950’s Jean married Edwin Chapman and Mildred married Eric Powell. Due 

to Ben’s disability, and not being able to walk without sticks, he was not able to give his 

daughters away at their weddings, something which deeply upset him. 

After the war Ben began to suffer problems with his uninjured leg due to the constant 

pressure of over 40 years of walking with all his weight on one leg. Ben died in 1961 

aged 64, just days after an operation to amputate his leg. He is buried in the churchyard 

together with Gerty. Their grave is on the left hand side of the path going towards the 

Post Office.  

An ordinary man who did his duty, he returned from war a changed person. Ben bore 

the physical and emotional scars of war for the rest of his life. 

 

Research by Martin Chapman. 
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The Four Armstrong Brothers 

 

Joseph Robert Armstrong, the second Armstrong son, was the first of his family and the 

second man in Hope to enlist on August 25th 1914. 

Douglas Armstrong enlisted on January 16th 1915, he added a year to his age so as to 

qualify for service overseas. Douglas was the first soldier from Hope to die in the First 

World War. 

Douglas had a twin brother named Isaac who was working in a comb factory in 1911 but 

of whom there is no clear record of military involvement. 

The eldest brother, Cyril, enlisted soon after Douglas 

 

The Armstrong family lived on Castleton Road and are listed in the 1911 census. The 

father, Joseph, was born in Cumbria but followed work opportunities to Whitwood (near 

Castleford, Yorks) where, in 1901, he was listed as a ‘coal hewer - underground’. In 1911 

Joseph was working as an ‘excavator - water works’ near Hope. The mother, Fanny, was 

born in Melbourne, Derbyshire and lived in Greenhow Hill, near Pateley Bridge where 

all her children, except the last child, were born. 

 

Joseph Robert Armstrong    Born in 1895 at Greenhow Hill, near Pateley Bridge. 

He was listed as a labourer in the 1911 census for Hope but by 1914, Joseph Robert was 

an ‘erector of engines’ for the Derwent Valley Water Board.  

Joseph enlisted on August 25th 1914 and was initially assigned to the Reserve Cavalry 

20th Hussars but his mechanical aptitude led him to train as a Maxim Machine Gun 

instructor at Hythe in Kent (passed 1st Class September  8th 1915) after which he was 

transferred to the 5th Machine Gun Corps associated with the 20th Hussars; he was also 

qualified as a Trench Warfare instructor. 

He was posted to France on January 13th 1916 and described as being of ‘very good’ 

character when punished for being ‘late on parade’ on May 25th 1916, and had to attend 

all extra parades for the next week. Apart from leave, he remained in France until 

returning via Dunkirk on May 18th 1919.  

As a machine gun instructor he would have been fully aware of the brutal reality of 

combat. Perhaps his value as an instructor helped him avoid being in the front line as a 

prime target for the enemy. 

Upon demobilisation in June 1919 he chose transfer to the ‘Z’ Army Reserve. He was 

single at this time and his parents had moved from Hope to Thorpe Hesley, near 

Rotherham.  

 

 

Douglas Armstrong was born in late 1896 at Greenhow Hill, near Pateley Bridge.  

The National Archives hold Douglas Armstrong’s Service Record. Upon enlisting on 

January 16th 1915, he (falsely) declared his age as 19 years and 2 months and gave his 

occupation as a ‘gardener’. He was 5ft 5in tall, 118lbs and in good health. Initially 

Douglas became Private No 22345 in The Sherwood Foresters but on July 10th 1915 he 

was transferred to The Northamptonshire Regiment as Private No 19411. Douglas left 
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Southampton for France on July 13th and by the 20th was with the 1st Battalion ‘in the 

field’. By September 13th he was suffering from Pyrexia (fever) but was discharged to 

duty a week later. 

On September 25th the British Forces launched a major offensive known as The Battle 

of Loos. Prior to this the War Diaries of the Northamptonshire Regiment record a period 

of preparation with relatively few casualties from shelling and gunfire. The Battle of 

Loos saw the first deployment of chlorine gas by the British and when the gas was 

turned on at 5.50 a.m. the day had dawned fair with only a light breeze. The gas hung in 

some British trenches and in the valley between the opposed armies. Douglas went 

missing in the fierce combat of the day which saw a successful advance that was soon to 

be reversed by German counter-attacks. Between September 25th and October 1st, 

Douglas’s regiment lost 10 officers and 289 ‘other ranks’. 

The battle was followed by a prolonged period of stalemate which meant that the 

remains of the numerous casualties in ‘no-man’s land’ could not be reached until the 

battlefield was finally cleared in 1919.  

 

 

 

From :The Derbyshire Courier Saturday November 13th 1915.  

(Note : records state that Douglas went missing on September 25th.) 

 

 Concern for Douglas’s whereabouts was expressed in a letter dated October 16th 1915, 

from the Hope War Comforts Society and reported that  “his parents have not heard 

anything for some two or three weeks” and are “very upset at not having any tidings of 

their son”. The report in The Derbyshire Courier that states Douglas went missing on 

August 25th, is incorrect. Douglas’s father was not officially notified of his son’s missing 

status until March 16th 1917 and it was another 6 months before he was declared “for 

official purposes as having died on or since the 25th of September 1915”. 

 Douglas was just short of his 19th birthday when he went missing. He is commemorated 

on Hope War Memorial and on that at Thorpe Hesley. His name also appears on The 

Loos Memorial in northern France. 
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The eldest brother, Cyril, enlisted soon after Douglas but little has come to light about 

his military career. 

.  

 

 

 

 

He was reported in The Sheffield Evening Telegraph, 

on July 15th 1918, as being “wounded and a prisoner 

in Germany” and it was noted that (by then) his 

family lived in Thorpe Hesley, near Rotherham. 

 

 

From:- The Sheffield Evening Telegraph   Monday 
15th July 1918. 

 

Research by Joan Clough 
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RED CROSS WOMEN IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR 

 

County branches of the Red Cross had their own groups of volunteers called Voluntary 

Aid Detachments (VADs).   

 

The women who volunteered as home-workers in Hope were sewing and knitting, 

probably making socks, shirts, clothing and belts for the soldiers and also making 

necessary hospital items such as bandages, swabs and splints.  The Red Cross produced 

careful patterns for all these articles.   

 

 

The nearest hospital to Hope 

was Hathersage Auxilliary 

Hospital which had about 30 

beds for soldiers convalescing 

from their wounds.  The hospital 

closed around the end of 1919 

and that is when many of the 

home-workers ended their 

voluntary service. It seems 

likely that much of what they 

made went to this hospital. 

 

 

 

Miss Katherine Elizabeth Firth of Birchfield was appointed as the Red Cross Township 

Leader.  She seems to have encouraged the women of Hope to volunteer as home-

workers as several had joined the list by August 1914.  In 1911, then aged 48, she lived 

with her brother, Edward Willougby Firth, at Birchfield.  Birchfield was used as a depot 

during the war though we have not found evidence as to where the women met to 

discuss and to do their work. 

Miss Evelyn Chadwick of Kilncroft lived at the Manor House, Pindale Road, with her 

family at the time of the 1911 census.  Her father was the schoolmaster at Hope and her 

brother, William Wain Chadwick, was later to serve in the Royal Naval Volunteer 

Reserve.  Evelyn volunteered to train as a British Red Cross Society (BRCS) nurse when 

she reached the age of 23 and though we have found little information about her 

training we know that it lasted from 30/01/17 to 26/12/17.  We also know that she 

worked as a sister in the Red Cross hospital at Burton on Trent from 27/07/17 to 

03/08/17 and was paid £1-1s-0d per week for this.  On her VAD card it stated that her 

previous engagement was as a BRCS nurse. 

The following women of Hope were volunteers with the Red Cross during the years 1914 

- 1918.  They were described as “Home-workers”.  The list as given by the Red Cross is 

not yet complete as it is being transcribed by volunteers. 
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MRS ALICE APPLEYARD HOPE 01/1916 - 12/1918 

MRS HANNAH M ASHMORE THORNHILL 01/1916 - 01/1919 

MRS HANNAH ASHTON CASTLETON ROAD 08/1914 - 11/1916 

MRS NELLIE ASHTON EDALE ROAD 08/1914 - 12/1917 

MRS FANNY BARBER EDALE ROAD 08/1914 - 12/1918 

MRS LILY BARNES NOW AT CASTLETON 01/1915 - 12/1918 

MISS ANNIE BARTELLS CASTLETON ROAD 09/1916 - 01/1919 

MRS MARY E BARTELLS CASTLETON ROAD 09/1916 - 01/1919 

MRS EDITH BRADBURY EDALE ROAD 08/1914 - 11/1917 

MRS LYDIA BRAMWELL HOPE 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MRS EDITH CHAMBERLAIN BIRCHFIELD 1914 - 1918 

MISS ESTER CHANTLER GLENBROOK 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MRS ADA CHAPMAN CROFT HEAD 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MRS SARAH E DAWSON EDALE ROAD 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MRS EMMA THORNHILL 01/1916 - 12/1919 

MRS ELIZABETH EYRE PINDALE 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MRS JANE EYRE PINDALE 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MRS MARY EYRE HOPE HOUSE, BROUGH 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MISS ROSE EYRE LANESIDE 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MRS ELIZABETH FITZPATRICK MARKET PLACE 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MISS HARIET FOSTER GLENBROOK 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MRS MARY HADFIELD C/O H HADFIELD 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MRS MAUD HADFIELD EDALE ROAD 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MISS ANN HALLAM IVY COTTAGE 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MISS CONSTANCE HALLAM EDALE ROAD 01/1915 - 12/1918 

MARY HERBERT WIN HILL VIEW 01/1915 - 12/1919 

MRS MARGARET HARRISON CASTLETON ROAD 01/1916 - 12/1918 

MISS ANNE HOBSON EDALE ROAD 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MISS ELLEN HOBSON KINGS HAGUE 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MRS ESTHER HOBSON KINGS HAGUE 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MISS KATE HOBSON C/O ANN HOBSON 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MISS CATHERINE HOW EDALE ROAD 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MRS PRISCILLA JACKSON BIRCHFIELD COTTAGE 08/1914 - 11/1918 

MRS NELLIE MARPLES BLEAK HOUSE 08/1914 - 12/1916 

MISS HARRIET MARSDEN BROUGH LANE HEAD 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MRS MARY MARSDEN CASTLETON ROAD 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MISS NELLIE MARSDEN CASTLETON ROAD 08/1914 - 12/1918 
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MISS ANNIE MIDDLETON EDALE ROAD 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MISS EDITH MIDDLETON HOPE 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MRS FRANCES MIDDLETON EDALE ROAD 08/1914 - 12/1917 

MISS MARY MIDDLETON HOPE 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MRS MARU MIDDLETON EDALE ROAD 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MISS FLORENCE MORRISON ASTON 11/1914 - 03/1919 

MRS EVA NEEDHAM CASTLETON ROAD 01/1916 - 12/1918 

MRS HETTIE OLLERENSHAW ROSE COTTAGE 08/1914 - 12/1919 

MISS SARAH OLLERENSHAW CLIFF VIEW, THORNHILL 08/1914 - 12/1919 

 

 

 

Florence Morrison from Aston was Head Cook at the Red Cross VAD Hospital at 

Hathersage from November 1914 to 1916 and then again from May 1918 to March 1919.  

At the termination of her contract she was paid 1 shilling per week and had worked 

4120 hours. 

 

 

 

BRITISH RED CROSS SOCIETY WORK 

A working party in connection with the British Red Cross Society has been held 

every week in the Loxley Hall, Hope, since the commencement of the war. Six kit 

bags and over three hundred garments and knitted goods, made by the women of 

Hope, have already been sent to the Derbyshire branch of the Society, besides 

one hundred pairs of socks and some body-belts to the Queen, in response to Her 

Majesty’s Appeal. 

 

From The High Peak Herald; November 7th 1914 

 

Research by Joan Clough 
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SOCKS – A KNITTING SONG by NINA MURDOCH 
 

The following should appeal to all my readers who are doing their little share in 

providing comforts for the brave lads at the Front.

 

 

Two plain, purl two. 

It’s little else a woman can do 

But bear sons and watch them 

grow, 

Till marching out of her life they 

go. 

 

Knit five, purl one, 

I doubt if ever a mother’s son 

In war’s cause hacked and cleft, 

Knows half the hurt of the woman 

that’s left. 

 

Slip one, purl eight, 

There’s nothing left but to hope 

and wait, 

And the seven tasks of Hercules 

Would count as little compared 

with these. 

 

 

 

 

 

Turn, slip, then the heel, 

Out of sorrow comes haply weal, 

But fair times are far away 

And there’s many weep for their 

men to-day. 

 

 

Cast off, the thing’s done! 

Many a husband and many a son 

Find death in hapless war, 

Nor ever know what they fought it 

for. 

 

Two plain, purl two, 

It’s little else a woman can do 

But bear sons, and watch them 

grow, 

Till marching out of her life they 

go. 

 

 

From:-The High Peak Herald, December 5th 1914 
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HOPE HOME COMFORTS FUND 

 

A series of notebooks and documents about the Hope Comforts Fund are to be 

found in the Derbyshire Record Office.  

In 1915 a Committee was set up under the chairmanship of Joseph Unwin to raise 

money to provide parcels of home comforts to those serving abroad. 

The parcels were sent monthly, the contents being ordered from a different shop in 

the village in rotation. The lists show that individual needs were catered for. 

One such parcel, bought from C. Hadfield’s shop in the village contained the 

following. 

  1. A 7d cake to all. 

  2. A tin of salmon (8oz) to all 

  3. A 6d packet of chocolate to all except G Andrew. 

  4. 2 boxes of safety matches to all. 

  5. A candle to all 

  6. A tin of Nestles milk to all. 

  7. A 2d tablet of soap to all & a pencil. 

  8. A writing pad to all. 

  9. 1/2 lb butter to all. 

10. Tobacco.  8 packs of Woodbines for R Hallam, J Graham and  ? Adamson. 

1oz of Crumb Comfort for E Shirt, R Nicholas and F Chapman. 

1oz of Guinea Gold cigs for George Andrew 

3oz of thin twist for D Lewis 

1/2lb Mintoes for T Darwent, O Sidebottom, J Armstrong and W Weaver 

11. A shaving stick for George Andrew. 

Earlier parcels had included a flashlight and batteries and razor blades.  A note 

suggests “apples in season.” 

Parcels were packed at the school on a Saturday afternoon each month and it is 

possible that families added to the contents of parcels for their particular 

serviceman.  

The first parcel was sent to Edward Shirt on 17th September 1915, postage 1s.4d. 

They continued to be sent monthly to all serving overseas until 1919, mainly to 

addresses for the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) in France, but also to men out 

in Salonika and Mesopotamia. One recipient was serving on HMS King George V.   
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Most parcels cost 1s.4d and it appears that the Fund paid for family parcels to be 

sent as well as those provided by the Fund. 

Money was raised by donations and events. Mr Unwin offered a suckling pig which 

was raffled and raised £14.3s. 

Like other organisations of the period, once the fund was established the minutes 

peter out and only the accounts were kept throughout the duration of the war. 

 

Ref: D3818/8/36/1 Derbyshire Record Office.  

Research by Ann Price 



 30 

HORSES IN WARTIME 
 

Posters such as these remind us that horses were a valuable commodity during 

WWI. 

 

O. H. M. S. 

 

ARMY    HORSES    WANTED 

 
40 SADDLE HORSES, 15 TO 16 HANDS 

150 LIGHT DRAUGHT HORSES, 15 TO 16 HANDS 

ANYONE WILLING TO SELL ANY HORSES OF THE ABOVE DESCRIPTION 
WILL OBLIGE BY SENDING THEM TO 

THE SHEFFIELD HORSE REPOSITORY, 
8 TO 14, BROAD LANE , SHEFFIELD, 

WHERE THEY WILL BE EXAMINED AND PURCHASED IF SUITABLE 
 AT 2 O’CLOCK P.M. 

 

I AM EMPOWERED BY THE WAR OFFICE TO IMPRESS ALL HORSES 

IN SHEFFIELD 
 

J. JACKSON GREAVES 

Chief purchaser 

From:- The Sheffield Daily Independent   Saturday 8th August 1914 

 

Since horses were still commonly used on farms, the effects of what was to become 

the commandeering of horses must have seemed ominous throughout the villages 

of England. 

Even events such as Bakewell Show were not immune from the need for horses, as 

is seen in this newspaper article from August 1914. 

 

BAKEWELL SHOW 

War Signs in Evidence: Horses Commandeered 

The atmosphere of war and the European upheaval was conspicuous at the 66th 

annual show of the Bakewell Farmers’ Club. Everywhere one encountered khaki 

clad ‘Terriers’ making the best of their brief respite before ‘going up’ for King and 

Country today. This was quite a novel experience for this usually sleepy holiday 

resort, and sufficient in itself to concentrate attention on the all-consuming topic of 
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the hour; but another important factor of vital interest was the presence of the 

King’s warrant officer commandeering horses for the Army. By breakfast time no 

fewer than 11 had been claimed by the officer, and many more were spoken for 

before the close of the day. In a number of instances the owners were permitted to 

take the animals home, as they had brought sheep pens and other things to the 

show with them, but steps were taken to ensure their surrender this morning. 

Methods of Commandeering 

In one instance a conveyance brought a private party from Buxton and pulled up in 

front of one of the hotels. Scarcely had they done so when the animal was 

unharnessed and claimed for £35. Whether the horse was loaned later for the 

return journey is not known. Quite a number of farmers and others told our 

representative that animals belonging to them were commandeered, some on 

second reserve, the number including several ponies. The remounts officer may pay 

up to £50 for a horse, but he arbitrarily fixes the price at what he believes to be a 

fair market value. Some owners would have welcomed commandeering at a fair 

price. 

From: The Sheffield Daily Independent Thursday 6th August 1914 

 

 

Nearer to home in Hope 

 

 

HOPE 

THE DEMAND FOR HORSES 

At Hope, on Wednesday, there was a large gathering of farmers and horse-breeders 

to consider the formation of a Heavy Horse Society, in conjunction with a grant 

from the Board of Agriculture. 

Mr E Nicholson, of Brough House, who presided, pointed out that the present war 

was almost depleting the country of good horses and after the war they would be 

exceedingly valuable, hence it was important that the farmers should, in their own 

interests, produce the best stock. 

Mr Harold Thomas, KC, Mr HE Crossland and Mr MJ Hunter spoke in favour of 

the scheme, which was explained by Mr Matthews, representative from the Board 

of Agriculture. The meeting was adjourned for a fortnight. 

From:- The Buxton Herald, February 17th 1915 

 

 



 32 

HORSE SOCIETY 

A meeting of farmers and agriculturalists was held at the Hall Hotel, Hope, on 

Wednesday, to consider the question of forming a Horse Society for the district. Mr 

E Nicholson presided. After the matter had been discussed at length, it was 

decided not to entertain the question at the present time. 

From:- The Buxton Herald, March 3rd 1915 

And nothing more is known or heard of the fate of horses in Hope or the Hope 

Valley except that horses continued to be used on local farms within living memory 

 

Taking the Milk Down 

 

From HHS Archive photo collection 

 

Research by Andrew Bower. 
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YEW TREE FARM, ASTON  

 

 

 

Yew Tree Farm stands at the highest point of Aston Lane, with wide views over the 

Hope Valley towards Bradwell Dale. It was owned during the first part of the 20th 

century by Barton Wells, a Sheffield brewer, who lived next door at Croft Head.  In 

1911 the tenant was Frederick Beeley, described in the census as a farm bailiff but 

in March 1912 the tenancy was taken over by Thomas Robert Wilson.  The tenancy 

agreement, dated 16th May 1912, is in Judy Morley’s possession and provides the 

basis for this picture of life on a smallholding in the early years of the 20th century. 

Thomas Wilson’s occupation in the 1911 census was a rural postman and he lived 

with his wife and small son in Aston. His father and mother, Joseph and Martha 

Wilson, also lived in Aston on a farm of 17 acres.  Thomas was the youngest of five 

sons and had worked on the family farm as a fourteen year old.  One of his brothers 

was a postman so maybe that is how he also became one.  By the time he took over 

the tenancy at Yew Tree he had married Bertha Ollerenshaw, also from Aston, and 

they had two young sons, Charles and Tom. They later had three more sons, 

Bertram, Robert and Maurice, but Robert may have died when he was aged about 

three. 

 The farm was a smallholding of 13 acres and 26 perches of land with a yearly 

rental of £37  payable quarterly in March, June, September and December.  There 

was a house with a barn attached.  The photo is taken in the 1930s when Judy’s 

father had converted part of the barn into living accommodation. 

The agreement lists the fields (shown on the accompanying map) together with 

their acreages.  The fields on the north side of Aston Lane occupied a long strip 
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joined together by a lane which also gave access to a well situated between the first 

two fields. The water from this well supplied Yew Tree and Kiln Croft, with the 

farm having the first call.  Below Aston Lane were four larger fields.  The house 

called Kiln Croft had been built for Barton Wells’s brother, Scott, on part of one of 

the fields which was originally Yew Tree land. 

 

 

 

 A later agreement in Judy’s possession shows that the land north of Aston Lane 

was pasture, with the fields below the house used for hay and for grazing.  When 

Judy’s father took over the tenancy in 1928 he also rented field 46 from the 

Moreton Charity, and it is possible that Thomas did the same. 

Listed in the 1912 tenancy agreement were three wooden fowl houses and six hen 

coops.  There was also a wooden shed in one of the fields.  Two pig sties in the yard 

next door at Croft Head could be used, but not the fowl houses above them.  

Thomas could keep pigs on condition that they were clean and were not a nuisance 

to the Wells family.  Two or three cows would have been kept and maybe Thomas 

would have reared a couple of calves as well.  The list of implements for the 

family’s use includes a butter worker, a separator, a churn, milking stools, five 

cream/cheese tins and a cream pot, basin and pail. 

It was Thomas’s responsibility to maintain fences, gates, posts, hedges, stiles, 

ditches, drains and watercourses in good condition and repair.  He was to “plash” 

and lay the fences in the best and most improved form.  However Barton Wells 

would provide all posts and rails for repairing the fences and also field drain pipes 

when necessary.  Thomas could not fell, lop or top any trees, ornamental thorn or 
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other bushes on the farm without permission. 

He was expected to spread the manure generated yearly on the farm over 

whichever part of the land most required it.  He was to mow or destroy in each year 

all thistles, docks or such like weeds before they seeded and to manage the farm “in 

a proper and husbandry-like manner, keeping it in good heart and condition and in 

a perfectly clean state.”  

Barton Wells reserved the right of access to the property to inspect the state of the 

land, buildings and implements and also for access to the water from the well on 

the north side of the lane.  He also reserved all necessary rights of way in 

connection with Croft Head and Kiln Croft.  At this time it seems that the drive to 

Kiln Croft used the Yew Tree Farm entrance on Aston Lane.  There was also a 

drive to Croft Head which now appears as a footpath across the fields in front of 

Yew Tree.  Kiln Croft must have been recently built in 1912 as in a clause in the 

tenancy agreement Barton Wells “reserves for his own use or disposal the building 

materials deposited in field No. 69”.  

Other farming implements for Thomas’s use on the farm were a field roller and 

chain harrow.  He would have needed a horse to pull these.  Judy remembers that 

Barton Wells had horses which she thought Thomas Wilson looked after.  There 

was also a hay chopper, a hay knife and a turnip knife for preparing the animals’ 

feed.  Other items included a square table, a balance scale and nine weights, a 

beam weighing machine, three measures and two sieves.  In case of fire there were 

two Rex Fire Extinguishers.  His pig keeping activities would have been helped by 

the use of a pig trestle and twenty four meat hooks and there were four egg 

hampers.  

From this we get a picture of a smallholding with milk, dairy produce, and possibly 

pork and eggs for sale and a good-sized garden for growing vegetables.  As a small 

girl Judy remembers a lorry collecting their milk.  She would also take cans of milk 

to neighbours on her way to school and collect the empties on her return home.  

This scale of activity could earlier have provided a reasonable living for Thomas 

and Bertha and their four sons.  Many such smallholdings were to be found 

throughout the villages of Hope and Aston.  Very often the farmer would have 

another job as well.  Perhaps Thomas kept his postman’s job to help make ends 

meet. 

The tenancy agreement is for one year only, but we know that Thomas continued to 

farm there until 1928 when Harold Wilson (Judy’s father) took over the tenancy, 

buying the farm outright from Mrs Wells in 1930.   

Research by Judy Morley, Ann Price. 

1901 & 1911 Censuses and Free BMD (information extracted by David Price) 

1912 Tenancy agreement between Barton Wells and Thomas Robert Wilson. 

1930 Map attached to a conveyance between Harold Wilson and Mrs Wells.  
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A collection of postcards sent home from the front. 

 

Research Ian Holmes. 


